Course Title: Introduction to Philosophy
Course Code: PHIL 1010

Course Description:
This course introduces students to the main topics, themes, and questions of philosophy. Students will explore various philosophical traditions and methods, and engage with foundational texts and arguments. The course is designed to develop students’ critical thinking and analytical skills, and to foster their ability to construct and evaluate arguments.

Learning Objectives:
- Demonstrate a basic understanding of key philosophical concepts, such as metaphysics, epistemology, ethics, and logic.
- Analyze and evaluate philosophical arguments presented in texts and in class discussions.
- Apply philosophical methods and principles to everyday situations and problems.
- Develop effective communication skills through class discussions and written assignments.

Course Outline:
Week 1: Introduction to Philosophy
- What is philosophy?
- Historical overview of philosophy
- Different philosophical traditions and approaches

Week 2: Metaphysics
- What is real? 
- The nature of existence and reality
- Free will and determinism

Week 3: Epistemology
- What can we know?
- The nature of knowledge and belief
- Rationalism vs. Empiricism

Week 4: Ethics
- What is right and wrong?
- The nature of morality
- Ethical theories: Utilitarianism, Deontology, Virtue Ethics

Week 5: Logic and Reasoning
- What is a good argument?
- Deductive and inductive reasoning
- Fallacies and their impact on argumentation

Week 6: Philosophy of Mind
- What is consciousness?
- The mind-body problem
- Dualism, materialism, and idealism

Week 7: Political Philosophy
- The nature of justice
- Social contract theory
- Rights and responsibilities

Week 8: Philosophy of Science
- What is science?
- Scientific methods and reasoning
- The role of science in society

Week 9: Existentialism and Phenomenology
- The human condition and meaning of life
- Freedom, authenticity, and choice
- Phenomenology and the study of human experience

Week 10: Philosophy of Art
- What is art?
- The nature of aesthetic experience
- Art and society

Assessment:
- Class participation and engagement: 20%
- Weekly reading reflections: 20%
- Midterm exam: 30%
- Final paper: 30%

Textbooks:
- Pojman, L. P., & Vaughn, L. (2014). The moral life: An introductory reader in ethics and literature (5th ed.). Oxford University Press.
- Solomon, R. C. (2016). Introducing philosophy: A text with integrated readings (11th ed.). Oxford University Press.
